Rosalind Ventris

Recently described as a ‘remarkable talent’ for her performance of Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante with violinist Tasmin Little twenty-one year old British violist Rosalind Ventris is quickly emerging as one of the most promising young artists of her generation. She started playing the violin at the Junior Department of the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, and took up the viola a year later (aged 8 ) at a local music school in Essex. She was awarded a scholarship to attend the Purcell School on the Government’s DfES Music and Dance Scheme, and spent seven years there, learning the viola with Ian Jewel. At the same time, she continued her studies on the violin and piano at the Junior Guildhall, with Erika Klemperer and Kasia Borowiak respectively. Rosalind has recently graduated from Corpus Christi College, Cambridge University, where she read Music. She has returned to the Guildhall School of Music and Drama for her postgraduate studies to continue her lessons with internationally renowned teacher David Takeno, with whom she learnt privately for the duration of her course at Cambridge.

Rosalind performs regularly as a soloist and chamber musician in the UK, and has played in venues such as Conway Hall, St.John’s Smith Square, St.Martin-in-the-Fields, and the Wigmore Hall. She performs increasingly throughout Europe, for instance, at the Emiglia Romagna Festival in Italy, and the Saint-Mere Festival in France. She made her concerto debut with the Purcell Chamber Orchestra at St.John’s Smith Square in 2007, conducted by her former teacher, Ian Jewel, playing Hindemith’s Viola Concerto “Der Schwanendreher”, and has since frequently performed as a concerto soloist: recently Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante with Tasmin Little, Hindemith’s Trauermusik with the EUCO, Bartok’s viola concerto with Thomas Blunt and CUCO, Bruch’s Double Concerto with Tom Gould, Daniel Hill, and the Beethoven Ensemble, and Walton’s Viola Concerto with Peter Stark and CUMS I. For latest details about Rosalind’s forthcoming concerts, including performances of York Bowen’s Viola Concerto in C minor in February and March next year in Cambridge and London, please click here.

Rosalind has been the recipient of numerous awards and prizes, including: the Brian George Coker Scholarship, the Stanley Picker Trust Scholarship, funding from the Worshipful Company of Drapers, a Musician’s Benevolent Fund Award, a Countess of Munster Musical Trust Award, 1st prize- Cambridge University Musical Society Concerto Competition (2008), Winner of the Nigel W Brown Music Prize, Cambridge University (2008) (this prize is for “the student deemed by a panel of judges to be the finest instrumentalist of the year” at the university.), the Gwynne Edwards memorial prize for the most promising British entrant, and the prize of an engagement with the European Union Chamber Orchestra at the Lionel Tertis International Viola Competition in 2006 (Youngest competitor, aged 17), the Martin Musical Scholarship Fund Scholarship, an Aidan Woodcock Charity Award, and a Corpus Christi College Craythorne Scholarship (Worshipful Company of Cutlers).

Chamber music has long been a passion of Rosalind’s. From ages 8 to 18, she spent most holidays on a chamber music course- amounting to a total of approximately fifty-one courses in the UK and abroad! She has performed with ensembles on international tours and festivals, for instance, on a tour of Malta and Gozo called “Commonwealth Resounds”; which was one of the multicultural events marking the Commonwealth Heads of Government Conference in 2006, and during her three years at Cambridge she was an Instrumental Award Holder at Cambridge, performing frequently with pianist Kate Whitely. She has received coaching from and/or participated in public masterclasses given by members of the Carducci, Chilingirian, Dante, Maggini, Wihan, Fitzwilliam, London Haydn, Zivoni and Endellion String Quartets, the Barbican and Fujita Piano Trios, as well as many other distinguished chamber musicians.

For the past three years, Rosalind has been exploring the great chamber music works with students at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama on courses run by the Aidan Woodcock Charity. At the culmination of each course, the ensemble, which has come to be known as the Martucci Ensemble, give a series of public concerts. The group is led by Arisa Fujita, violinist of the Fujita Piano Trio, and a professor at the GSMD. The Martucci’s were Ensemble in Residence at Chacombe Music Festival last summer. Performances by the group are available on Miastra Records. She has also performed with the Dante Quartet, and members of the London Philharmonic Orchestra. She will be playing Mendelssohn’s Octet with the Endellion Quartet and other young musicians next month.

Whilst at Cambridge, Rosalind also developed a strong interest in Contemporary Music. At present she is working on one of Robin Holloway’s solo viola sonatas and a piece specially written for her by David Currington. Last month Rosalind took part in the Oxford Chamber Music Festival Fringe, perfroming 20th- and 21st- century works in schools around Oxford, with the hope of encouraging young school children to listen to contemporary classical music.

Rosalind is very fortunate to have a wonderful modern viola, made by london-based luthier Andreas Hudelmayer in 2003
